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Women
Write
Wiki
The Women’s Library is hosting a new project to mark International Women’s Day. Spider
Redgold and Anna Kerr have jointly received a Writer & Technologist Grant from the NSW
Writer’s Centre to run a project and workshops to ensure Australian and Pacific women
writers are more fairly represented in Wikipedia.
They are now seeking researchers, readers, nerds and wannabe nerds – any volunteer with
a love of books to join in the project and receive training to become a wiki contributor. It is
planned to form a team of women to work on creating or improving Wikipedia entries for
over 2000 Australian and Pacific women writers.
The Women’s Library in Newtown will provide access to its catalogue and space for running
the workshops. The launch party will be held at its address at 8-10 Brown Street, Newtown
(just behind the Newtown Public Library) on IWD on 8 March from 11am. It is also planned
to host a wikipedia-editathon later in the year once a team of women have been trained.
Spider Redgold has won many accolades for her work with women and technology,
including a square on the Pioneer Women’s Hall of Fame Quilt, a Global Enterprise
Architecture Excellence Award from the Zachman Institute and an Edna Ryan Award for her
contributions to women and computing.
Anna Kerr is the founder of the Feminist Legal Clinic - an independent not-for-profit legal
practice that focuses on providing support to feminist groups and services and the women
who access them. She states this project was motivated by concern over the continued
under representation of women’s achievements: “Wikipedia is dominated by male editors
and as a result its content is characterised by extreme gender imbalance. We need to make
sure women’s voices are heard too and Wikipedia records herstory as well as history.”
If you are interested in being involved in this project please contact Anna or Spider via The
Women’s Library at womenwritewiki@thewomenslibrary.org.au if you have any questions
or just visit http://www.thewomenslibrary.org.au/twl_wp/women-write-wiki-project to
complete an application.
Further reading:

http://wikipediocracy.com/2014/08/26/why-women-have-no-time-for-wikipedia/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/happy-birthday-sexist-wikipedia-why-do-men-still-control-our-his/
http://www.smh.com.au/national/wikipedia-editathon-writes-women-into-history-20141026-11c0vo.html

